Universal Design for Learning:  Transforming Instruction in All Classrooms
· Reaching and Teaching Struggling Learners

· Making connections with kids

· Rigor, Relevance, Relationships

· Universal Design for Learning

· Engage, Explore, Encompass, Explain, Expand!

Connections with kids = connections with content!

Allowing ALL students to be successful!

What’s the Big Idea?
· UDL provides access to the curriculum for ALL learners.

· This approach can be used effectively in all classrooms.

· Students should be active participants in their own education

· Students should be offered choices.

Learning Objectives
· When you leave this room today, you should be able to:

· Identify the main components of a UDL unit

· Know how to incorporate engaging starters

· Facilitate your students exploration

· Differentiate student instruction with the use of technology

· Create summative assessments that allow for choice.

· Believe that ALL students can succeed in YOUR classroom! 

Summative Assessment
At the end of this presentation, you will be able to demonstrate your understanding of the UDL framework by incorporating at least one component of UDL into your lesson within the next month.

· This can be done in any of the following ways:

· Engage your students at the beginning of a lesson—i.e. video, podcast, pictures, music, etc.

· Allow your students to explore their content through the use of interactive websites, webquests, technology stations, etc.

· Use technology to differentiate your instructional explanation—i.e. create tiered note-taking sheets, use vozMe or ReadPlease, etc.

So what is UDL?

UDL helps teachers to “efficiently and effectively differentiate instruction with technology, so that ALL students can successfully complete the rigorous secondary school curriculum.”

- Macomb ISD's Universal Design For Learning Initiative
How did UDL help us to get here?
· Our science department was invited to participate in the E3T Cohort hosted by the MISD in 2008-2009.

· Through our experience, we learned the importance of engaging our students, giving them opportunities to explore, and then following this up with explanation.


We learned how to expand our way of thinking in order to reach ALL of our students.

ENGAGE 

Helpful Sites

· www.iamlodge.com – songs and video for all subjects.  We showed you the Jefferson Davis video.

· www.unitedstreaming.com  – Magic School Bus Video—you can get full videos or video segments

· http://grammar.quickanddirtytips.com  - Grammar Girl Videos– Many different Language Arts resources

· www.teachertube.com  and also www.schooltube.com – Has a lot of resources for teachers that are not blocked by school filters.  We showed you the 50 states Animaniacs video

· www.Nationalgeographic.com/kids/ - Ten freaky things of nature photos to engage 

· www.howstuffworks.com – Lesson plan and video resource.  We showed you an earthquakes video.

· www.blabberize.org – Take a photo and make it talk with your voice—we showed you a baby monkey example.
· www.youtube.com – Search for They Might Be Giants (Here Comes Science)-They have lots of educational videos

Groupwork
At your table, for the next 2 minutes discuss the following question:

How do you think you could engage your students using either one of the examples shown or one of your own?
EXPLORE
How do student’s Explore when they need different levels of support?

· Explore Learning Gizmos

· Michiganlearnport/NetTrekker

· vozMe

· ReadPlease

Groupwork
At your table, for the next 2 minutes discuss the following question:

Think of one unit you teach that you would be able to incorporate student exploration before any teacher explanation.
EXPLAIN
When we reach the “explain” portion of our unit, the students have already been introduced to everything they are about to learn.  We just facilitate discussion!

· Tiered Notes

· Blank slide

· Formative assessment

· Clickers

· pollanywhere

· Hands on activity

· Discussion

· Reflection

· Questions

· Wordle

· Have your students experienced death by PowerPoint? --PREZI 
Groupwork
At your table, for the next 2 minutes discuss the following question:

Which of the modifications that we presented will be the first for you to implement in your classroom and how will you do this?
Review Tools
· www.Bubbl.us

· Welcome to Podcasting!
· Audacity

· Podomatic

Assessment
Give them options—Why choice is important!
· Struggling students do better

· Students take ownership of their project when they choose what they want to do.

· Giving options allows students to showcase their personal strengths and challenges them to learn new technology.
· Cartoons
· Toondoo
· Websites
· Weebly
· Digital Storytelling

· Photostory 3

· Photopeach

Frequently used instructional/assessment tools
· Screencast-o-matic/Camtasia

· Remediation/absent students
· Tutorials
· Unit introductions

· Introduction of new technology

· Rubistar

The Possibilities are endless with YOU”DL
